Event Critique – Art

Use the following format for your museum critique; answers must be typed below the questions and all questions must appear in full on your final copy. You can use this document as your template. Pay careful attention to the required number of words for those questions that have them. Failure to follow the instructions here and on your syllabus will result in a substantially low grade. Minimal answers poorly written are a D grade or less. Elaboration of points, excellent arguments, and good writing garner higher grades.
**********************************

Name: Anthony the Student
Class Time Period: 9:00 a.m.
1) Which museum did you visit? (check one) X Univ. of Utah   ___ BYU
2) In 150 words, describe at least one of the broad collections on a theme, period, geographic region, or topic) within the museum.

One great theme the museum had going, was the Africa: The Arts of the Continent exhibit. The museum had four individual rooms that were designated towards that topic and its displays. The first room was the Ancient Egypt exhibit for the mummy’s tomb. The pharaoh of Egypt (Padiusir) was on location, which was from the late XXVIth Dynasty.

The second room had the Many Faces and Masks of Africa exhibit that presented artifacts from the Northwestern regions of the country. Two of the masks that stood out were the Bush Cow Mask and the Glin Mask; both were hanging on the wall in clear display side by side. The Bush Cow Mask came from an area where the harvest had always depended on much rainfall. The Glin Mask portrayed the god of the sky and the spirit of the dead in the same region. 

The third room was the African Mystery and Power exhibit that went into detail concerning their gods, idols and ancestors. With all the multiple gods that the Egyptians worshiped, it reminded me a lot on how the Hindu culture is today. 

The fourth room was the African Beauty That Displays Objects of Daily Life exhibit. This room was filled with lots of very old art, tools and furniture. I was very difficult to resist not laying my laptop on the ancient fixtures to write about this. 

3) Give a brief, one paragraph (100 words) description of a special exhibit (ask the curator what these are; they are usually in one of the first rooms): 
I attended the museum on a Saturday, the curator that day was supposed to be Jill Dawsey. However the gentleman at the front desk informed me that she did not show up. This resulted in him pointing me in the direction of the African exhibit. Even though he was unable to explain to me the history of Padiusir like I wanted, I later decided to do my own research on the Egyptian Exhibit. 

After I discovered that the exhibit came from the Museum’s Egyptian and African Collections. I realized that the Egyptian gallery and its artifacts contained ancient historical beliefs within their gods regarding the afterlife. The collection also had ancient jewelry and amber beads inside a transparent protective casing but the strings, which held the beads in place, did not look very ancient to me. 

Something else I found interesting was their culture; they believed the color black represented death and the underworld while the color yellow signified the sun as eternal and indestructible.   

4) What kind of information is provided about the works?  Tell me three places you might find more detailed information that doesn’t include the web {hint: ask a curator for help with this question} 

Concerning the works that were involved, I learned that the ancient Egyptians believed highly in magic and spirituality. Where I later contacted the curator (Jill Dawsey) to find three more places of knowledge via e-mail, she said: “The museum provides educational materials in the form of wall labels and texts that are in the physical galleries themselves.” I later found out that people can find similar information on these topics at the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Egypt.   

5) Choose several works that particularly appealed to you. Explain why you were drawn to these works? Comment on the subject, style, medium, time period, etc. Who were the artists?) This question must be answered in its entirety. (This should be at least 500 words

One of the works I was drawn to was a Dutch painting I found in the Influences of the Silk Road exhibit; I liked it because it had normal people hanging out and interacting in a small house. The silk garments they wore back then were very interesting to me. The subject of the painting reflected evidence of the early Silk Road Trade and its world market that existed back then just as it does today. The style of the painting was Postmodern European, and the medium was made of oil paints. It conveyed the Dutch in a wealthy middle class type setting. The time period in which the image got completed was 1670 A.D. The artist was a Dutchman whose name was Pieter DeHooch. 

Also inside the Influences of the Silk Road exhibit, I was drawn to an Indonesian display of artifacts that included a fascinating blade, which was called a Sumatra Sword. I really loved the design of the weapon because it looked as if an Arabian warrior had used it in battle. Near the handle of the double-edged sword, it had Arabic numerals engraved into the metal. According to the subjected history, it traveled the Silk Road in the 13th century to purchase spices from Asian cultures. It was also an Islamic style sword, where the medium was made of steel while it was used to create hostile environments when converting communities to the Muslim religion. The time period it was constructed was somewhere in the thirteenth century. However the artist of this war-crafted weapon is unknown. 

      I also fancied a European painting in the upstairs part of the museum. The canvas displayed three couples (men and women) dancing in the forest. The men were supposedly French council members. There was a castle displayed in the background and according to the lighting it looked as if it was 6:00 p.m. I liked it because I rarely see individuals dancing in the wilderness. It was a late renaissance French style (oil based) painting with a Pentimenti artistic touch; I believe it conveyed the carefree lifestyles of the wealthy and upper class. The time period in which the artist (Ambrosius Benson.) finished the painting was 1545 A.D.    


However, my favorite painting was a dark gothic type picture that seemed to make reference to the fall of Amsterdam. The work is called An Allegory of Amsterdam, after 1690. When I first glanced at the painting, I liked on how the subjects were portrayed in darkness, where there seemed to be an epic battle taking place between the forces of good and evil. In this portrait, the artist had the Queen accompanied by the ancient Roman gods of Mercury and Minerva. It also displayed the gods in the heavens supporting the queen. It was another oil based painting that conveyed the unrealistic qualities of life and how the gods never reassure victory in battle. The artist was Domenicus van Wijnen. Something I found appealing when visiting this museum was that the ancient history around me came to life, up until I took two steps towards the exit, suddenly I’m snapped back into reality.

6) How did the artworks you looked at relate to material we have discussed in class? {They do relate in many ways, you just need to look for those relationships} Minimum of 150 words.

A lot of the artwork in that museum related to things we learned in class, such as the Native American Culture exhibit that was on the first floor, right after the African exhibit. They had replicated wax figures on display that represented the Indian tribes; this instantly reminded me of our readings in class concerning American Indian Spirituality. 

Up stairs on the second floor, near the back of the building, they also had an awesome display of Hindu Indian sculptures, stone carvings and pillars, which were ancient characters engraved on stone objects. These were some of my favorites but I wished they had more of those artifacts like they did the African exhibit. Nevertheless the Indian relics lined up with what we learned in class when studying Hindu art and architecture.

The museum also had Christian paintings from the European renaissance period, I seen many photos depicting the life and death of Jesus Christ with the halos hovering over his head as well the Virgin Mary’s. We learned about Christianity on September 18, 2009.

7) What was your personal reaction to this experience? Would you enjoy attending this type of event again? Why or why not? {Minimum 100 words}

My personal reaction to this experience was absolutely great. I would totally attend this type of event again because it was the best assignment I’ve ever had. The spectators at the museum were respectable and quiet around others. 

Even the children at the museum did not disturb anyone. This gave me the ability to do my homework in a stress free environment. I was there from the morning they opened the doors up until two hours before closing time and it was well worth every minute. 

This museum was a classy well-established environment; better than the other events. When I go there next time, I have the assurance that there will be no hostile individuals around me.   

As always remember that I want to see reflective thinking on your part. Show me you are aware of your limitations, your biases, etc. Show me that you are thinking about your own responses and why you respond the way you do. 
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