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Film Review: A look at Patton


Most politicians feel they were born to seek-out world peace for every country on earth, with that said; I’m glad some American Generals are not elected officials. The movie I decided to watch (Patton) documents his combat decisions made from 1943 to 1944 throughout World War II. The narrative starts-off with General Patton’s challenges and victories in Tunisia, North Africa before he used the Allied forces to liberate Sicily and France from Hitler’s Nazi war machine.

I can recommend a movie like Patton to anyone, as long as they are history-buffs on our country’s WWII heroes, relating to Ike Eisenhower, General Bradley and General Smith but some parts of the movie were boring; such as the long opening credits of the Kasserine desert. The desolate mountain wastelands and names of the actors seemed to go on forever until I yelled, “Get to the point already!” Eventually the film transitioned to the dead American solders in the war-zone where the movie finally begun to reveal itself. 

Nonetheless, Patton definitely shows the redundancy and long-suffering associated with combat. However, the director’s standpoint on General Patton alone unfortunately resulted in seeing less entertaining battle sequences; I felt the war scenes in the movie were a bit dull and without substance because I never got to know all the characters fighting in the front.  


One thing I learned from this motion-picture that transitions perfectly within the material provided in this course takes place within the first forty-minutes of the movie. “Between November 1942 and May 1943, Allied troops under the leadership of General Dwight D. Eisenhower and General George S. Patton defeated Germany’s Afrika Korps, led by General Erwin Rommel” (Henretta, Brody, 750). Nevertheless, the movie describes that General Rommel was in Germany with an ear ache when the battle took place. 

I also learned that war is hell, no matter what century it takes place in, from the American Revolution we studied in class to the Civil War. Gruesome crusades for peace and equality always seem to take place when powerful forces of evil seek to obtain ultimate supremacy by dominating the weak.

As far as addressing how accurate the film was to real historical life, the movie introduced General Montgomery, and his British troops who were always competing with General Patton’s 7th Army division to see who can liberate the most cities in Europe. The confirmation of this British commander’s identity can be seen in The French Campaign 1944. The narrator of this documentary film states that General Sir Bernard Montgomery was in command of the Allied ground forces. A statement I believe is in perfect contrast to events that took place in Patton.


One thing I found interesting in the movie was how much the Germans respected General Patton and his war tactics. Near the end of the film, a German solder by the name of Captain Steiger was burning government documents in Berlin while admiring a photo of Patton, he said, “General Patton will eventually be destroyed someday because the absence of war will kill him,” right before he sadly tossed the picture into the flames.

I did some research and discovered an interesting statement on a website called, www.generalpatton.com. It states in the biography section that, “He is regarded as one of the most successful United States field commanders of any war. He continually strove to train his troops to the highest standard of excellence.” This report might be why the Nazi army admired him so much, if anything, I wonder if they wished he was fighting on their side? I’m sure nobody but the fans and historians can confirm that question more than I can. 
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