Analysis Paper 2


Anthony the Student
Derek Henderson, Instructor

Writing 1010

3 March 2010
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Grappling with forces of darkness does not appear to be fun or entertaining for any audience to say the least. However, in 1997 I had purchased a book in downtown Salt Lake City called, Wrestling with Dark Angels: Toward a Deeper Understanding of the Supernatural Forces in Spiritual Warfare. The cover of the publication had a picture of an old man who I presumed was some kind of Saint. He was being brutally attacked by several demon creatures from the underworld. These evil spirits surrounded him and were on every corner of his body while pulling at his cloths and flesh. The more I examined the artwork in depth, the more questions were raised concerning who originally did the piece? I also wanted to know where the artist was from and where they got their inspiration. The depiction of characters was in such a dramatic life-like manner, which was extremely impressive to me. I searched the publishing credits and sources for clues and answers but my search results left me with nothing, which unfortunately kept me disappointed for years.

However, twelve years later in my Humanities class last semester I received the answer to my unsolved mystery. During a classroom session the instructor showed the students a larger sized copy of the portrait; in a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation. She then revealed to me the painting was done by none other than Michelangelo himself. The name of the painting was called, The Torment of Saint Anthony. The famous Italian artist did the painting when he was only twelve years old back in 1487 A.D. because he was a big fan of Saint Anthony who was one of the first Christian monks. Saint Anthony lived from 251 A.D. – 356 A.D. and was known for having a reputation of being at war with the Devil while living in the wilderness.

The painting displayed Saint Anthony in a high mountain top floating in mid-air while vicious looking sprits appear to be everywhere around him. They do not appear friendly but are savage humanoid creatures who happen to have a strong desire to kill the religious gentleman. Saint Anthony had a halo over his head while wearing a monk monastery type robe, which the demons are heaving and tugging at. The Demons also have the most awkward indigenous looking features, unlike any other creatures I have seen before. Some were half-animal while being partially humanoid. Two evil spirits possess scales and fish like bodies with wings and elephant trunks. While other demons are just plain indescribable. They definitely look like the type of monsters, which would be found in a Greek mythology booklet. When I stare at the canvas, the first thing, which comes to mind, is Clash of the Titans. I have counted an approximate number of nine demons who are trying to beat Saint Anthony up; four of them have clubs while the other five are pulling and clawing at his garments and body. 

Nevertheless, when I look at the man in the big picture, Saint Anthony seems to be unbothered by their presence. I think what the artist was trying to convey to humanity, was an ordinary person living in a natural hazardous world can not visually see the evil things, which are trying to attack us. Especially, if they are in a heavenly sphere or a supernatural dimension while being invisible to our natural eyes. More of a warning to others for us to always be alert and on guard. A concept people believed during Michelangelo’s time as well as today.  

The painting is over 523 years old and is measured at 47cm x 34cm, it is also an oil painting that has been giving people nightmares for centuries. The depiction can currently be found on display at the Kimbell Art Museum located in Austin Texas. The Museum purchased the, The Torment of Saint Anthony back in May of 2009 and is the ever first Michelangelo painting to be displayed in the United States. Preceding the pay out, their administration office decided not to divulge how much they spent for the painting towards the news or media. 

Although, the value of the illustration is considered irreplaceable within the art community, the work of art was estimated to be a net worth of six million dollars in significance. Nevertheless, most Hollywood producers can blow such high amounts of currency on low budget films in just one afternoon. I find them a little daunting on how some people can take these cultural masterpieces for granite.    
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