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My Presentation

My fellow Americans and distinguish members of the Salt Lake Community College Press, today I am doing my presentation, which is called: Putting an End To Domestic Violence In America.
The Set Up

I’m going to start off my presentation with a story, because reminded of an episode I seen once where one of The Three Stooges, named Shemp inherited a large fortune from his uncle, however the will stipulated that he had to get married by midnight or he would loose his inheritance. Later on in the story, five aggressive women found out about his new fortune and violently threaten him to marry one of them or they would kill him. Moe and Larry of course tried to get the women to back off a little bit before they fell victim to domestic violence. Moe got pushed to the side of the wall and Larry got smacked in the face and fell to the ground, when he got back up again and grabbed an umbrella and was about to hit the ladies with it, however Moe stops him and said, Hey, what are you doing numb skull? You’re not going to hit a woman with that! He then pulls out an iron pipe and says, here, use this. 

I know this concept of entertainment might have been funny back the 1930’s, but it’s not so positively promoted in the media today. 

Give the foundation and background of your presentation

Violence can hit couples really hard and these are a list of different forms of abuse:

(Thesis Points)

- Physical violence.

- Sexual assault.

- Verbal/emotional abuse.

- Psychological Mistreatment.

Now I have been conducting a long investigation concerning the epidemics of domestic violence not just amongst Americans but all over the world for several years now. And to be quite honest with you, it’s not a pretty subject to shine a spot light on. Some of the things that cause it are, substance abuse, stress, mental illness, family history, and socialization. I am a Humanitarian by nature and when I see a global crisis such as this, I notice most media outlets or politicians are afraid to try and solve it. As the ones who suffer the most our the victims.

In 2006, a survey was conducted. It showed that 1 in 4 women declared they had either been physically, emotionally, psychologically, sexually or verbally abused. This data was estimated that 187,201 women in Utah suffer from this abuse.

And that’s only in Utah

Now give statistics

According to the National Crime Victimization Survey, which was a projection of at least 248,300 individuals reported that they were raped or sexually assaulted in 2007. Among all violent crimes, Domestic Violence, Rape, and Sexual Assault showed the largest increases.

A researcher for the U.S. Program at Human Rights Watch, Sarah Tofte stated that the survey showed a horrible high rate of Sexual Violence in this country and that this should serve as a wake-up call for more to be done to address this problem in America.

Then take them on a journey

2007

In 2007 I interviewed a man from Lebanon where according to his beliefs and civilization, if a wife refuses to have sex with her husband or challenges his authority in anyway, he has the religious and cultural right to beat her up. He also mentioned that when he was growing up as a child, his father would quite often beat his mother in front of him, here in the United States that’s called Child Abuse. Out there it is called: Gender Role Reinforcement.

Also in 2007 I interviewed a very nice spiritual American woman who enthusiastically participated in religious activities at her church. She later became outraged over the amount of women here in Utah that took pleasure in provoking their husbands to violence because she was a married and not believes in those tactics. She later got fed up with the people out here and moved back home to San Diego. Now I’m not saying that our society is perfect, and by all means I am not trying to degrade anybodies religious faith or communities, but I publicly acknowledge that something has to be done because ---

2008

According to ABC News, October was National Violence Awareness Month where the police received over 8000 calls alone involving matters of domestic violence in Utah. Out of those calls resulted in 22 deaths.

Also In 2008 there were 523 domestic violence victims that found refuge in emergency shelters or transitional housing provided by local shelters and programs. 
There were also 236 adults and children that received non-residential assistance and services, including individual counseling, legal advice, and children support groups.

While alertness, insight and citations of domestic violence differs from country to country, in some parts of Africa and the Middle East, which are strongly under the influence of religious male dominated societies like Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Iran, such government funded programs to protect women are limited.

I’m not going to cover every single country but I will go over a couple.

Saudi Arabia - The National Society for Human Rights, a private body, registered 5,000 cases last year, of which 30 per cent of women were victims of domestic violence. And that’s not counting the millions of women who are afraid to report it out there.
Algeria – Recently some 7,400 women filed domestic violence complaints last year, which was 1,555 more than the previous year, according to the law enforcement agencies that handles such cases.

Even though women have the right to file police reports they are really not very affective because I once interviewed a gentleman who was from Algeria, he was fluent in French and English. He told me a story about his wife who was pregnant at the time left him one night to go dancing at the clubs. He went down there and seen her flirting around with the other men. 

Now I ask you ladies and gentleman, what do you think he did? 

· Do you think he calmly walked up to her and said, wife of mine. You are formerly invited to escort me back to our home and living quarters?

No! He beat her up, the cops showed up, he told the police his side of the story and they told him to take his wife home. This sure is a lot different compared to the laws out here in America, because if this happened in Utah, he would have gone to jail.

2009 – Utah Finances

Returning back home to Utah there are a lot of things that people don’t know on how our programs stay in business to help others.

All State money for Domestic Violence goes through the Division of Child and Family Services, which is funded from federal sources like the U.S. Office of Violence Against Women. 

However the recent spending in the past three years has ranged from $5 million to $5.5 million annually. 

The Domestic Violence Council, which is located in downtown Salt Lake City recently took some of that money and awarded over $34,695.00 to over twenty-two coalitions such as the YWCA, and other victims shelters that provide women and their children a means for escape from hostile relationships.

However, thus far our society and government officials have not yet come up with a solution on how to prevent Domestic Violence among cohabitating or married couples. If we as college students can come to class every day and not provoke one another to violence or go out of our way to beat each other up, why can’t people do the same in their personal relationship? We have great institutions that help people escape violence in their homes but there is nobody in any organization that has been able to figure out a way to stop the aggression …Until now.  

Right now from what I’m learning in my Marriage and Family Relations class, I am currently in the process of trying to convince Senator Bob Bennett to write and send up a bill to congress for a law to be passed that would require couples to take Relationship Courses at local schools prior to moving in together or getting married, this technique would better prepare couples for the challenges ahead in their relationships and child bearing experiences. It would also be a joint effort to build stronger marital ties within a couple’s household. Because there has been over 25 years of research that was conducted by two college professors who are Susan Brown and Alan Booth that stated cohabitants that live together before marriage have poorer relationship quality, reported lower levels of happiness with more fighting and violence involved (end of quote). Even if most couples can’t afford consoling they should have access to the funds available to pay for it. 5.5 Million Is a lot of money ladies and gentlemen? We need to secure domesticated relationships, not the financial security of over qualified social workers. 

The foundation of our nation is family stability, once people start destroying that, society will see its downfall as everything we so strongly care about will fall apart collectively.

I’m Anthony J. Rubi, and this was my presentation. 

I am now ready to answer any questions from the audience.
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