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My Math Autobiography


Can a mentally slow undergraduate with a learning disability become skilled in college algebra while getting a passing grade? The answer to this question—is maybe. My upbringing around math was unfortunately never a positive one, mostly because school administrators diagnosed me as being mentally handicap when I was a kid, mostly because I was a slow learner who lacked self-discipline back then. Plus my older siblings didn’t believe they were good in math either, so this caused me to have a negative attitude towards the subject where I lacked the encouragement to be successful—while growing up. Therefore I would constantly get F’s in math while thinking I’d never be smart, or amount to anything, which I’m assuming is a huge problem for kids even to this day. 


Nonetheless, when I became an adult and joined the working class, it took me fifteen-years to discover that a person needs a good education under their belt, because the statistics are not in favor of most dropouts past the age of 60. As a result of this startling revelation, I mustered up the courage to shove myself back to school.


However, since I didn’t have the money to get intellectually tested for the Students with Disabilities Act, I had to mentally work my tail off each day, not only to learn, master and appreciate mathematics, but also to direct it towards the real world around me. To this day, I now have a GPA of 3.7 and get straight A’s and B’s in every class each semester. And being the fact I was diagnosed with a learning disability back in the 1970’s, I’m looking forward to the day when I could shove my college degree in the faces of those school administrators who possibly misdiagnosed me—if their still alive, hopefully. 

In conclusion, to be successful in algebra I believe the best way for students to get a passing grade is to never tell themselves they hate math, because if they do, the math will psychologically come to life and hate them right back—while doing everything it could to keep them from finding the answers. Disability or not, I quite often wonder how many people out there could be successful in math if they just put forth the effort to study and value it like I do?  
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