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Society and their Performances

People like to perform different societal roles for the public in order to appear and feel more superior to others. While everything that grows has life and anything that is alive performs. To some extent flowers in the wilderness express their beauty when they blossom while basking under the sun. The trees in the forest grow strong and tall and perform their strength and superiority over the flowers. But in other situations, the flowers get plucked from the earth and are given to a significant other; the roses perform an expression of love in a relationship. While in other cases, the trees get cut down and made into paper; a person writes poetry on it for their beloved, or they deliver a break up letter before Valentines Day. The examples are endless.
Nonetheless, ever since I started studying Broadcast Perform and Interpret, I started noticing a degree of strange acts and rituals people participate in on a daily basis. One of them is redundancy. Such as if a man or woman enters a social event and walks around while being seen by others. If that man or woman approaches a stranger and asks, “where’s the restroom?” Most unfamiliar people may ask that man or woman to repeat themselves. Even in a situation when that man or woman was clearly heard the first time. 

Why do people do this? Some experts have been led to believe it is because citizens do not always pay attention, which is true in most cases. While other times it is because they saw the man or woman earlier and were shocked when that person confronted them. By repeating oneself, this gives them the opportunity to analyze the man or woman’s body language and see if they had a hidden agenda for approaching them. This is a psychologically evaluation, which is unfortunately performed by weak-minded adults who may have the insecurities of a child. However, the best way to take people out of those routines is to remain silent after the initial question. It usually takes no longer than five seconds for them to realize the man or woman will not reciprocate their rituals before they respond to the inquiry. The five-second time frame is also how long it takes for anyone to guess what the question was when the original message was not clearly heard the first time. Frequently, they get it right. Other times they remain silent as well. 

Nonetheless, people find it frustrating to repeat themselves in all walks of life. One person who is only known by the name of Sweetcakes on Answerbag.com mentioned, “Say it once, maybe twice and then leave it at that. I figure they'll work it out if they care enough to try and if they don't? So be it,” <http://www.answerbag.com/q_view/1504345>. Even so, the whole idea of acting repetitively is a performance to say the least. Wherever people are found, we can always be sure that someone is portraying themselves in a fraudulent manner; whether the public cares to see a performance of the population or not. On the other hand, if a person suffers from social anxiety, the community is most likely to pick up on that person’s bad performance. Most people have claimed that those individuals are bad actors, which are problematical to socialize with because their nervousness is contagious. 

In spite of this, whenever a person leaves a public area and gets home while centering themselves behind closed doors; their acting immediately comes to a halt. They quickly let down their guard once they get inside their comfort zone. This can be either good or bad, depending on their personal family, neighborhood or socioeconomic status. Most statistics have proven that people who live in low-income families have higher levels of stress, unemployment, and family violence (McCaghy, Capron, and Jamieson et al. 460). 


However, in regards to real life experiences, multiple performances can be very complicated when an audience competes with professional performers for attention. Last semester I was over stressed with homework where I really needed to get out of the house and relax one Friday night. Earlier I heard about a complimentary event downtown, which was called the Opera Under The Stars concert. The show was apparently taking place at the John W. Gallivan Center in Salt Lake City. I got there an hour early right as the actors were rehearsing on the outside stage. They were so loud my ears hurt and I eventually had to move to the back row. They didn’t even need wall speakers because the city could hear them singing from two blocks down the street. 

As people started to show up, the area quickly ran out of seating arrangements and different families started lying down on the ground as if they were at a barn house picnic or barbeque. The show started three minutes behind schedule before groups of additional people started cramming into the Gallivan Center like pigs in a trough. Screaming children were also running up and down the walkway areas like it was their own personal playground. This regrettably made the preceding concert almost impossible to focus upon. 

A defensive looking Hispanic lady in her thirties was sitting up in front of me. She kept looking back in an angry manner as if I were planning an attack on her family. There were also many husbands who seemed to have been dragged to the event by their wives. These gray haired men in their sixties kept standing up while looking at everyone in the audience. They later expected their seated neighbors to entertain them when they got bored. The adult audience was performing societal roles worst than the children. This caused a negative experience for me due to the multitude of bad actors in the crowd. I felt a real mutual hostility, which made everything very challenging to mind my own business while those who surrounded me were dying to be noticed. The audience was not able to get their bad acting under control and enjoy the real performance until the last fifteen minutes. By that time, the majority of the assembly had already made the songs unbalanced, unstable, unequal and unfair to the minority who were there trying to enjoy the concert. I am now more likely to watch the real performers in a more professional concert hall the next time because the production ended twenty-five minutes early due to the passive aggressive audience. Performance Studies should never take their research to the Opera Under The Stars concert. I learned that the event should definitely serve as a warning to others and never be attended again to avoid future stress and health problems. 

Another form of performance can be found on our very own campus where the students enjoy partaking in public displays of affection, which seems to be a big problem for schools across the United States. Some public schools have already established a rule into their policies to ban the deed. Even congress has gotten into the act by trying to pass a bill that would ban all forms of public affection throughout America. This is known as SB 4520, the Public Morality Act <http://thesecularparent.com/2009/07/12/hb-4520-would-ban-all-forms-of-public-displays-of-affection-pda-great-idea/>. It seems like a good idea because I always see students groping one another in high traffic hallways while on my way to class each day, including peaceful spots near the drinking fountains. Their performances seem to give them a sense of excitement as if they were in a nightclub or brothel. Nevertheless, the unfortunate ignorance behind these performances creates an intimidating, hostile and offensive learning environment for others who are working hard to earn their degrees. 

It is human nature for couples to express and perform their joy among the less fortunate (in their eyes being the singles). They feel the need to display themselves as having a sense of community status and satisfaction for the purpose of feeling on top of the world. However, this causes a lack of social equality in our students, faculty and college, which is really meant to be a prestigious and academic place of study. Such performances of affection should only take place in the privacy of an individual home but people will never realize that until they develop stage fright.
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