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NEVER AGAIN: THE WORLD’S MOST UNFULFILLED PROMISE
1. Who is the Author or artist or musician of the original work?

The author of the original work is a woman who was born in Ireland on 1970 named Samantha Power. She was raised in the United States and became a journalist while also becoming a Pulitzer Prize winner but is now the Director of the Human Rights Initiative at Harvard University.

2. What is the full Title of the piece? What is the meaning of this title?

  
The full title of the piece is called: NEVER AGAIN: THE WORLD’S MOST UNFULFILLED PROMISE. The title means that America has addressed the issues regarding genocide many times but continues to do nothing as other nations let history repeat its self.

3. What was the Historical context within which the work was produced? How does the context affect the meaning and interpretation of the piece?

The historical context was produced in 1998, which was four years after the Rwanda Genocide in South East Africa. It was also two years after the Bosnian Genocide in Yugoslavia where I am quite sure these issues impacted her greatly. The context affects its meaning through her repetition that makes it very clear concerning her arguments about the ongoing hateful killings that plague our world. The interpretation of the piece displays her angry over what has happened around the globe in the past fifty years and how our government never sends out our troops when trouble arises elsewhere.
4. Who do you think is the intended audience or audiences might have been at the time the work was created? How does the audience affect the meaning and interpretation of the piece?


 I think the intended audience was marketed towards Americans in general, whether they are Humanitarians or Diplomats. Basically, anybody who read this piece of writing was meant to make a difference; she made the American public a target in her contention. I don’t think that the audience was the only group that affected its meaning. I believe this article was meant to affect the addressees with a hope of reciprocation concerning relief efforts. Nevertheless, the audience may have also interpreted the work as if she were asking us all to search deep down in our hearts in order to come up with the answers to the dilemma ourselves.
5. What do you think the work’s main argument, point, or conclusion might be? How would you analyze the “argument”? How would you compare this specifically to other artistic works you have seen both in class or outside of class? What is your personal response to the work?


Her main argument was that America really does not intervene to keep other countries from committing Genocide unless there is money to be made or unless they see a potential threat to their national security. Even though she makes a good point here; on the other hand, many individuals could disagree and use Iraq as an example. Where liberating that country seemed to be a noble act but look where that got us. In her conclusions she used some strong evidence against the democracy in our nation and its slow growth on getting bills passed for the international courts concerning the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Her ongoing spat against America is that our government seems to drag its feet when it comes to putting an end to genocide all together.   

I cannot really compare this work to anything I have read before, mostly because I have never read a column that specifically targeted a topic like genocide. Although, I have seen many movies that have documented mass killing. Just to name a few, Jakob the Liar (Holocaust), Hotel Rwanda (Rwandan Genocide) and Behind Enemy Lines (Bosnian Genocide).

I must admit, this was a very interesting piece to read because everything she said was true. I really liked the work and I have nothing but admiration and respect for this woman by conducting this investigation for us. I can see how she did her homework very well on addressing U.S. sanctions and policy. Later on I looked her up online to see what other projects she was involved in, I was very impressed.
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