Event Critique – Music

(Use the following format for musical concerts)

Name: Anthony the Student
Class period: 9:00PM
1) What musical event did you attend? {provide the Location, Name of musician(s) or musical group, Titles of songs/music selections} {No high school productions permitted}:

I attended the “Opera under the stars” concert which was at the John W. Gallivan Center. George Dyer was the Tenor, Genevieve Christianson was the singer in Soprano and Lawrence F. Gee was the Pianist. The songs that were performed that night were, Phantom of the opera, The girl in 14G, Love me as I love you, La Danza, The land of smiles (in German), What good would the moon be, Granada, The prayer, which was in The Quest for Camelot and many more.  
2) Give a summary or description of the work(s) you heard [at least 150 words]:

After the performers were introduced to the audience by one of the disc jockeys that work’s at KSL Radio, the actors came out on stage and made it very clear that this would be the first year where the central theme of music would be Opera combined with Broadway performances. A lot of the music they were playing that night I had previously heard growing up as a kid from watching long forgotten motion pictures including television programs that were broadcasted nationwide on PBS such as Evening at Pops with the late Leonard Bernstein. I also loved the classical elements that were conducted for the audience by the Pianist, Lawrence F. Gee. Over all, the singing was ninety-four percent Opera, five percent Broadway musicals and a one percent solo piano performance.

The Broadway performances were meant to be funny, as the Opera themed performances were meant to be serious while the solo piano performance was meant to tug upon our hearts.
3) Would you say that this was a poor/fair/good/high quality performance? Why? Justify your answer. Did you notice any mistakes or other problems that detracted from the performance? {minimum 150 words}

I would say that this was a high quality performance that was unfortunately shown on a small scale stage while being marketed towards a broke and almost homeless audience in downtown Salt Lake City. However the acting and singing I watched that night was so powerful that it had captivated my attention span near the end of the show. My only regret was that I had to move to the back row because of their strong charismatic vocal cords during the rehearsals.


They were so loud that it hurt my ears; they didn’t even need microphones because people could hear them singing from two blocks down the street. Everyone on stage was perfect in sound and harmony up until Genevieve Christianson made one small mistake. When she was talking to the audience, she mumbled for a slight fraction of a second before she caught her minor slip up and rectified her speech patterns. 
4) What did you find out about the background of the works, composers, artists, or others connected with this production? [look it up on the web or in a book; minimum of 100 words]

George Dyer started his professional career in 1996 in New York City’s Opera house. Since then he has created a reputation for himself throughout the United States and all over Europe with solo concerts. He has been a guest singer for the Mormon tabernacle choir a number of times and currently lives in Utah with his wife and four children.

Genevieve Christianson started her singing career with the Minnesota Opera company at the age of 25, and according to her online bio she just started up this season with the Utah Symphony Opera. Some of her past theater credits consists of Pop Concerts, West Side Story and Wonderful Town. Lawrence Gee has a bachelor’s degree in music from the Indiana University School of music, and currently teaches piano and voice students at the University of Utah.

He is well known for his Temple Square Concert Series and his soloist performances with the Mormon Symphony, he has also worked as an assistant conductor at New York City Opera.
5) What was your personal reaction to this performance? {Minimum 250 words}

My full experience to the performance was unfortunately distracted due to the large number of people around me. The event quickly ran out of seating arrangements as people started lying down on the ground as if it were a picnic or barbeque. By that time the concert had started three minutes late and people were stuffed into the Gallivan Center like pigs in a trough.

There were screaming children running up and down everywhere like a Brady Bunch family reunion which regrettably made the preceding concert impossible to focus upon. There were also many husbands who were dragged to the event by their wives. These men kept standing and looking at everyone in the audience expecting people to entertain them because they were bored. 

I felt a real mutual hostility which made it very challenging to mind my own business while the people who surrounded me were dying for attention. Aside from it all, the audience was not able to get themselves under control and enjoy the performance until the last fifteen minutes of it. To make things worse, the production did not live up to its advertised expectations as it ended twenty-five minutes early. 

I am really not sure if the performers were paid to be there or if they were just doing community service? Most of the audience made the performance unbalanced, unstable, unequal and unfair to others who were there trying to enjoy it, or such people as myself who were trying to do their homework without fearing a riot. My personal reaction left me desiring to see more of the actor’s performances but in a different environment.      
6)  Would you recommend this performance or musical group to others? Why or why not? {100 words}

Yes, I would highly recommend this musical group to others just because they are talented professionals who are at the top of their careers. However I would be more likely to direct people to pay and watch them in concert at the Utah Symphony because when performers perform in a prestigious concert hall they feel more comfortable. The performers will also put on a better show as well.

Plus people will have less distractions coming from an attention deprived audience. The best performer on stage that night was George Dyer even though he didn’t play the piano. Genevieve Christianson was okay for a woman who looked less distinguished at her age.  
7)  Would you enjoy attending this type of event again? Why or why not? {100 words}

This was the first time I have ever been to a unique event such as this and it will most certainly be my last. I will never go to an event at the Gallivan Center ever again, not even if they pay me. It was not worth it to be around so many awkward individuals. 

At least at school, when people bug me I can get up and move away. The Opera under the Stars event took that power away from me due to my educational responsibilities. Don’t get me wrong, I love classical music but I think it will suite me best to watch the Utah Symphony orchestra next time. 
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