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Apple’s 4th Generation iPod Touch

When it comes to the availability of the Fourth Generation iPod Touch, customers should look no further than their neighborhood Walmart or Best Buy, these stores are never short in demand of consumers who wish to purchase these items who may or may not come from working or middle class families.

However, the cost of the Fourth Generation iPod Touch might far exceed its rewards while fronting a sticker tag of over $299.99 at Best Buy <http://www.bestbuy.com/site/

Apple%26%23174%3B+-+iPod+touch%26%23174%3B+32GB*+MP3+Player+(4th+

Generation+-+Latest+Model)+-+Black/9225411.p?id=1218062716107&skuId=9225411

&st=New_Apple_2010&cp=1&lp=21>, while still running a high cost of $288.54 at Walmart 

< http://www.walmart.com/ip/Apple-iPod-touch-32GB-Newest-Model/15075125>. Unfortunately, most college students cannot afford these high prices with the economic recovery still showing slow progression this year <http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/50515562-79/

jobs-percent-utah-unemployment.html.csp>. 

Nonetheless, the usefulness of the iPod touch includes but is not limited to an MP3 Player, Video Player, Web Browser, Planner, Video Chat, Picture Storage System and Map System. It’s also great for Social Networking, Playing Games, Checking Email, Checking Stocks, Making voice memo’s and Browsing the Internet.

The quality of the iPod touch is more advanced than the iPod Shuffle. Mostly because the iPod shuffle only gives consumers the ability to add their favorite music and listen to it on their headsets <http://catalog.ebay.com/Apple-iPod-shuffle-1st-Generation-512-MB-/48125273?_fifpts=1&_pcatid=39&_refkw=ipod+shuffle+1st+

generation&_trkparms=65%253A12%257C66%253A2%257C39%253A1%257C72%253A3771&_trksid=p3286.c0.m14 >. 

The Present Value of the iPod touch is something I disagree with compared to it’s valuable technology, such as it’s 3 x 5 monitor that could be used for watching television shows when consumers can better appreciate watching their programs on a 1080 x 720 wide screen TV. 

Nevertheless, the iPod Touch and it’s future value can never be durable in the near future because Apple will most likely lower the price for the new 4th generation iPod after it’s been on the market for a little longer or until a newer version is released; Apple went through the same retail process with the iPhone when it was first released, most sites show a reduction in price compared to the retail value upon released. <http://www.kokeytechnology.com/gadgets/

ipod/ipod-touch-on-sale-for-low-prices-8gb-32gb-64gb-3rd-generation-brand-new/>.

Do I have an opportunity to choose? Yes. The iPod Touch 4g comes in different memory options: 8GB , 32 GB, and 64 GB . Unfortunately, the products hardware itself only comes in black and chrome while all the internal parts inside are exactly the same, applications are however a different story. 
The selection process of the hardware is pretty much controlled by the makers of the hardware, in this case, Apple. They know this product is so superior that people will buy it, even if there is fairly little selectivity when it comes to hardware. They also put such restrictions (by controlling what programs and machines you can use to write the apps) on who can develop apps for the iPod Touch and what they’re allowed to do when they develop software to a point that apple products work optimally with only other apple products.


This product readily interfaces with many software and hardware platforms. Some of the software that you can interface with is Microsoft Outlook or Google calendar to keep your calendar up to date. It also interfaces with Safari well as the browser of choice for surfing the web on the IPod touch 4G. 

The Interfaces of the iPod Touch may vary depending on if the hardware interfaces or software interfaces. The software interfaces dwarf the number of hardware interfaces because more people are designing software for iPod than are designing hardware, therefore logic dictates that the flexibility of software will be much higher than flexibility of hardware. 


The extensiveness of your hardware choices with this item is not great. The only choice you have of the base iPod touch unit are the amount of memory. 8, 32 or 64 GB of memory, No optional hardware like the having 3G for a different price, there is not even color options like there is with other MP3 players. The extensiveness of the applications and accessories you can get are numerous, which makes up for the lack of options on the base unit. 


The uses of the 4th generation iPod Touch are numerous. The most prominent feature of this generation of the product that previous generations did not have is the Face Time capability. The front facing camera allows the user to video chat with anyone, iPod touch 4th gen, or a Mac with facetime installed. There are also tones of social networking apps it's excellent for gaming, surfing the internet with its included easy to use browser, Safari; of course, it’s also a superior MP3 Player, Video Player, HD Video Camera, IBook Reader, PDA, Map viewer and many more uses too long to list.



While Apple’s greatest medium in channeling out to the public to persuade consumers into purchasing the iPod Touch are their various commercials. Its Universality is closely connected with consumers being reached through television ads and different networks, which are considered pipelines <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdpGholZgLg>. 

The iPod touch and its connectivity options among different channels and devices enables customers to connect to the internet using any WIFI connection that can be found at any coffee house, library and college campus <http://www.bestbuy.com/site/Apple%26%23174%3B+-+iPod+touch%26%23174%3B+32GB*+MP3+Player+(4th+Generation+-+Latest+Model)

+-+Black/9225411.p?id=1218062716107&skuId=9225411&st=New_Apple_2010&cp

=1&lp=21>.


I recently had the chance to interview a gentleman in class who has the 4th Generation iPod Touch who informed me that its ability to connect and interact with anything on its system unfortunately only allows up to 120 – 150 different applications to be installed on it’s massive hard drive before it starts running out of memory, however that varies on what a person decides to install on it (Hullinger).
Does the iPod touch 4g meet the requirements to be considered a multimedia device? To know this we have to look at a test to make sure it meets the requirements. First, is it Non-linear? Can you “play in any order, start and stop as you wish.”  You bet you can. The most obvious example of this is music. With tons of music features on this device there is many ways to find the music you want; shake to randomly shuffle, make playlists, let the device and iTunes make playlists for you by genre.

Really the only “Seamless” item associated with the iPod is iTunes, which works with PC or Mac. It is true that your iPod touch will show up as a hard drive on your PC, however unless you know what your doing, you could really screw up your iPod touch, that’s why people stick to iTunes to manage there iPod Touch. In fact, apple is one of the most proprietary companies around even though they claim they’re not. A 2008 survey asked people who were more proprietary and an overwhelming 55% of those surveyed crowned apple the most proprietary. This does not work well for apple claiming transparency.



Can you customize the content based on your preferences and values? Yes. The iPod touch is easy to customize. Users can customize their home screen by arranging apps in any order they please, Place links to there favorite websites, customize the time settings, customize how apps appear, change the wallpaper to anything you want and even customize which apps can use push notifications. The homescreen can be expanded past the normal 16 apps that display because the homescreen expands up to 9 customizable home screens.

Apple’s 4th Generation iPod Touch has proven to be all that it has been made out to be. Based on multiple consumer reviews warrants the abilities and capabilities to consumer satisfaction. The stakeholder’s model shows how the iPod Touch relates with the public and Apple’s partners.


From 1998- 2010 apple acquired and merged with twenty-nine software, music, and graphic companies. With the unity of these companies, it helped Apple push itself over the top in the digital music player industry. In 2002, Apple made aggressive moves in acquiring a total of five companies and partners. Out of the twenty-nine companies, eighteen of them are located in the United States. Some of the companies that Apple has acquired within the last five years include FingerWorks, Silicon Color, Proximity, Placebase, Quattro Wireless, Siri, and Poly 9 (Apple). 


The iPod Touch has proven to be a worldwide device that people around the world can use. It comes in eighteen languages, and uses numerous software apps that people can choose to their liking. Since the iPod Touch is such a universal product, it is not narrow casted to any particular group of people, and the applications are chosen by the user. Based by Nelso.com, the United States showed a penetration of 10,683,403 iPod Touch’s, with a 5.91% penetration rate. (Nelso). Some of the other top countries with iPod Touch sales include Japan with 1,378,903, France with 2,248,817 and Germany with 1,117,716 penetration rate (Nelso). With such high penetration rates around the world shows the impact the iPod Touch has on the digital market. With the various music and software apps, federal and patent regulations are enforced to prevent piracy and enforce good business practices in selling and trading around the world.


In order to have a successful product, a company has to cater to what fits people’s lifestyles. The new iPod Touch has come out with many new features from its previous models. A new design is one of many new features with a weight of 3.6 ounces and a 3.5 diagonal retina display. It is more thin, compact, and narrower (Gideon). It has a resolution of 960 by 640 pixels at 326 pixels per inch; it’s easily the crispest, brightest, of any PMP on the market (Gideon). It also has a new ios 4.1 operating software that is more advanced from previous iPod Touches, with new ability to organize applications into folders, to multitask, ability to switch quickly between running applications (Miller). E-mail remains easy to customize and use. Menus require only icon tapping, but when text-or password entry are required, the on screen keyboard swiftly appears and is, after some practice, a piece of cake to use (Gideon). iOS 4.1 also comes standard with a wide range of accessibility features that help people with disabilities experience everything iPod touch has to offer. For example, the built-in VoiceOver screen-reading technology allows those who are blind or have low vision to hear a description of the item they’re touching on the screen.4. iOS 4 also offers out-of-the-box support for over 30 wireless braille displays and many other accessibility features, such as dynamic screen magnification, playback of closed-captioned video, white on black text, and more (Apple). The new iTunes store offers a new application called Ping. Ping social music network uses a CoverFlow program by scrolling a song or artist by finger dragging. The new Game center-Multi-gaming and social gaming service allows people to play live, accessed via Wi-Fi. Also, New 99cent TV show rentals, You Tube and Netflix video speed can be cued up without stuttering (Gideon). The new iPod Touch also includes two cameras, one in front and one in the back. These cameras allow people to use the new Face Time feature that allows people to view each other while they speak. New battery life rates range from 40 hrs. for audio and 7 hrs. for video (Apple).


With the many new dynamics, the iPod Touch fits many needs. It meets the competence standard based by the customer reviews and the easy to use software. All apps run in a safe environment, so a website or app can’t access data from other apps. iOS 4 supports encrypted network communication to protect your sensitive information. Optional parental controls let you manage iTunes purchases, Internet browsing, and access to explicit material. To guard your privacy, apps requesting location information must get your permission first. You can set a pass code lock to prevent unauthorized access to your device and configure iPod touch to delete all your data after too many unsuccessful pass code attempts. And in the event your iPod touch is lost or stolen, a MobileMe membership allows you to find your iPod touch on a map and, if necessary, remotely delete all data.3 If you get it back, you can restore everything from your last backup (Apple). With all of the dynamics and features, everybody can use the new iPod Touch. In conclusion, the different applications and easy to use software makes the iPod Touch a high standard digital icon around the world.
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