PAGE  
Worthen, Saffer, Mills, The Student 1

Robert Worthen

Benjamin J Saffer

Brandon Mills

Anthony The Student
Professor Packer

English 2010
22 July 2011
A Proposal: Decisions are made by those who show up.

Problem:


It’s a well-known fact that people don’t vote. You hear the older generation complain about it all the time. You also hear younger people say, “What’s the point, my father doesn’t, so why should I?” Most of them think nothing of it, but sadly enough—their killing our country.   


If you have an opinion concerning community matters, you need to say something. The idea here is not to change your ways of thinking, or to sell you a concept. The plan is to explain that your voice will never be heard unless you make a stand. Decisions are made by those who show up. Here in Utah, potential-voters have been sleeping on public issues for too long. Consider this a wake-up call.

Context:


Some common attitudes that lead to this problem in civil involvement are caused by the running candidate, or simple laziness. 

Utah, at present, has a reputation of being a conservative state with a high focus on family values. If you’re into that, you should know that the opposition is well on the rise—the need to speak-up is growing every day. Despite the background of Utah's constituency with its roots in the pioneering era theocracy—a diversity has long been developing amongst political interests that preclude many of those original tenets. 

If you don’t like the way things are going, then it’s more important than ever to say so.  The simplest solution to our overwhelming political problem is to use the voice the constitution of these United States is trying to give you. Mark Twain said it best, “Politicians should be changed as often as diapers, and for the same reason.” 

The desires of the few often times seem to outweigh the needs of the many, as it is the few that have made it to the polls to voice what those needs actually are and in what context. It turns out that life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are not universally solvable, because these concepts appeal to America's vast melting pot in different ways; but the way those are distributed has a great rift between the strengthening ruling-class and the ignorant eligible non-participants. The author George Bernard Shaw once said: “Democracy is a device that ensures we are ruled no better than we deserve.”
The melancholy truth is that we’ve had the tools for change at our fingertips since time immemorial; which means that all this time we’ve spent blaming the politicians or the American public for the decisions of those in power, is wasted. We have no one to blame but ourselves. It’s time to get up off the dirt, as a State, and dust ourselves off. The best way to lead anything: a country, a revolution, a cause, or an idea, is by example.

Research:


The U.S. Census Bureau shows that in 2010, Utah had a population of 2,763,885 people of which 1,901,553 are eligible to vote (State).  During the last election, Utah had only 1,530,574 registered voters, which means 19.5 percent of eligible residents are not registered to vote (Bell). Going one step further, according to the United States Election Project website, of the 1,901,553 eligible voters in Utah—only 534,170 actually voted in 2010 (Dr. McDonald). The overall total is only 35 percent of people who cast their votes in the last election, meaning that 65 percent didn’t care who their leaders should be. This is a very distressing statistic indeed.

If only 35 percent of voters are calling the shots, then they’re also making the choices for the other 65 percent. One voice may not make a difference—but 65 percent will. We may not be good at math, but I think we can all agree that 65 is greater than 35. Whose fault is it if people don’t know a candidate or an issue? Do non-voters have a right to complain about our Government if they don’t cast their ballots?
Solution:

The solution is participation. If you personally are registered to vote and are civically engaged; the country needs you now more than ever to invoke change among your peers. Forging communities, investing in friendships, engaging in civil conversation about the needs of everyone is what needs to take place. We can start influencing the people to vote through TV and through radio with Public Service Announcements, or we can campaign in public districts to persuade more people to vote. 

This isn’t a problem that can be resolved overnight, but if Utah voters will stand-up and show the nation that we as a people are invested in our future, it would go a long way towards convincing the rest of the country to do the same.
Benefits:


One great way how this could affect Utah in the next election, we might see a Republican bring the Lottery to Utah, which would be very beneficial to college students. 

For example, the department of Mathematics at Wake Forest University has stated that a certain percent of lottery ticket purchases go to scholarships for high school kids in Georgia. The students who are awarded college tuition can renew their scholarship awards up to four years, so long as they keep a 3.0 GPA or higher (2). With State benefits like that, who needs conservatism?
Works Cited
Department of Mathematics. Department home page. Wake Forest University. N.D. Web. 
16 July. 2011.
Bell, Greg. "Voter Information: Voter Statistics." Utah. State of Utah, 18 Dec 2010.

Web. 17 Jul 2011.
Dr. McDonald, Michael. "2010 General Election Turnout Rates." United States Election

Project. George Mason University, 28 Jan 2011. Web. 17 Jul 2011.

 <http://elections.gmu.edu/Turnout_2010G.html>.
"State & County Quickfacts." U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. Census Bureau, 03 Jun 2011.

Web. 17 Jul 2011.

