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A Magnificent Director

It was a cold winter’s night on the evening of January, 23 1992 in Park City Utah when EL Mariachi was released to the public at the Sundance Film Festival; a motion-picture that was written and directed by a newcomer to main-stream cinema. A man that would be an inspiration to independent filmmakers around the world, his name soon became known to everyone as Robert Rodriguez.

To this day, he produces small budget films while making studios millions of dollars in distribution rights alone; he’s considered an asset to several executive producers in Hollywood even though he lives in Austin Texas, which is documented in his DVD special-features for Once Upon a Time in Mexico. A brawny and vigorous guy at six-feet, two-inches tall, he definitely dominates any movie-set he walks onto, however, this might be why he hires most shorter people, such as Antonio Banderas at five-feet, eight-inches tall.

Whatever the case might be, Rodriguez contributes his achievements to his past family-upbringing while working on dozens of home videos as a child. On IMDB.COM (International Movie Database) Rodriguez says, “Video technology puts filmmaking back in the hands of the people. That's how I learned how to make movies - making movies at home.” 

Robert’s biographer, Peter Werda, stated that Rodriguez filmed so many projects as a child, people in his neighborhood nick-named him "the kid who makes movies." He became so popular in school that dozens of students began to line-up outside his home asking if they could volunteer in his next production. His teachers also let young Robert produce and turn in movies based off the lessons taught in class rather than forcing him to write term papers.

Nobody ever suspected Rodriguez would grow-up to construct such a profitable career while directing well-known movies like: Desperado, From Dusk till Dawn, Spy Kids and Sin City. Unfortunately success typically pays a hefty toll on a director’s personal life. 

On April, 12 2008, IMDB.COM reported that he divorced his wife and long-time movie producer, Elizabeth Avellan; after eighteen-years of marriage and five kids they both called-it-quits. Nonetheless, this horrible tragedy never stopped the two-of-them from achieving success together while working on their latest film, Spy Kids 4, which will be released nationwide on August 19, 2011 according to movies.yahoo.com.

The story of a self-made-man such as Robert Rodriguez is a true encouragement to all, especially for divorced company-owners. Nonetheless, whether you’re single, married, divorced or widowed, he’s living proof that you only need an idea to make your dreams come true…  
