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René Descartes

Each generation over time has come to cherish the famous quote, “I think, therefore I am”, spoken by René Descartes—he wasn’t only Father of Modern Philosophy, he was the world’s most brilliant mathematician of his time. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy claims he was born on March 31, 1596 in La Haye, France. He grew up in a middle class family of mostly lawyers and doctors while in 1607 he got to attend a Jesuit college near his hometown. While in school, he did very well in his courses of study: math, grammar and the verbal arts, as he eventually received his baccalaureate degree in 1616. 


Biography.com states that after college, Descartes came to believe that every true thing in the natural world was linked to another physical fact, so he sought-out to expose the meaning of life through science, philosophy and mathematics while investigating theoretical physics. He later discovered the laws of refraction with a mixture of algebra and geometry, and analytical arithmetic—which to this day is called Cartesian geometry.


The curator of renedescartes.com asserts that Descartes published many mathematical essays, which taught people the art behind his calculations in 1637; however most people believe his best work was in his philosophical teachings where he claimed, “Math could be used to explain everything in nature”. Fortunately before Descartes passed away on February 11 1650, he wrote three important publications known to math students today, Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting the Reason and Seeking Truth in the Sciences, Meditations on First Philosophy, and Principles of Philosophy. 

In conclusion, according to a math instructor at Salt Lake Community College (Charles Hemming), René Descartes, in his earlier years was looking at a horizontal inequality one day when he decided to draw a vertical line right down the center of it, which later allowed him to perfect an ordered pair in the system of graphing. A technique that’s now taught in schools all over the world, and those who enjoy mathematics in charts and diagrams should come to appreciate René Descartes for his contributions. However, based on the math students I hear from each day—I really doubt they do.

Works Cited

Iep.utm.edu. Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 13 Sep. 2008. Web. 21 March 2013.

Biography.com. A+E Television Networks, 2013. Web. 21 March 2013.

renedescartes.com. On the Existence of Corporeal Objects, 9 Dec. 2002. Web. 21 March 2013.

Hemming, Charles. Math 0920 – 0950 lecture. Salt Lake Community College, Taylorsville, 
Utah. 18 Oct. 2012. Lecture.

PAGE  
1

