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Searching For The Meaning Of Life

I had the chance to meet and interview the former Executive Vice President, Peter Moosman the other day. I found him at the Student Life & Leadership office hanging out with his friends in the middle of the room with a lovely blond lady on each side of him—this made an interesting contrast for his own brunette hair color. Being the fact he’s an average sized individual, he appeared to be doing pretty good for himself.

Most students don’t know that Mr. Moosman served on the SLCC Senate last year before he was nominated as the Executive Vice President to Liu Vakapuna (President at the time). Since then, Peter retired from his executive duties and got a job as a graphic designer in the Health and Wellness Department—although he never had any formal training in Adobe Photoshop—that never stopped him from being proficient with the Macromedia software. When I asked Peter how he feels about the new job, “I love it!” Peter said with a bright smile of appreciation on his face. 

Peter Moosman recently graduated with a degree in Political Science and is now pursuing an Associate of Arts degree in the Humanities here at Salt Lake Community College. Nonetheless, I decided to ask what persuaded him to go after this new AAS degree here instead of transferring to a University for a bachelors program. Peter’s smile suddenly converted into a frown before his face displayed thoughts of bitter-frustration, he then looked down towards the ground and reminisced. “I’m just trying to figure out the meaning of life right now. I don’t understand how people can live out their entire lives in this world and have no goals or aspiration for anything or anyone—including themselves! I just don’t get it, I can’t distinguish why people work hard their whole lives, they say ‘I’m saving up for retirement’ so they can grow old and accomplish nothing for mankind. Plus I can’t understand why most people run for office compared to those who don’t” Peter said.
Seeing the look of mental exhaustion on Peter’s expressions reminded me of all the hard work he’s done throughout the years—twelve months ago he appeared in The 2010 Senate, a Documentary by Dante Antonio Dominguez that covered the rewards and challenges of being a student senator here at the college. In the program Peter spoke about how hard it was getting students involved in campus activities at a community college. Six months later he appeared on an episode of Insight, a bi-weekly News program that identifies with students and stories on campus—it was here where Mr. Moosman spoke about college concerns and The Student Code of Conduct that most undergraduates were breaking at the time. 
Some where along Peter’s road of public service, the stress of people and politics eventfully took its toll on him. He made no official comment on which departments disappointed him, but he did emphasize that he designated much of his personal time trying to help and inspire individuals who let him down several times. 
Before the interview with Mr. Moosman came to an end, he told me that he’s currently taking Philosophy and Humanities courses this semester as he hopes the disappointments of his past will help him find a brighter future as he presently finds himself on a lonely road of self discovery. 
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