Mexican American Culture                                                                             Anthony Rubi


The Quetzal Imports Mural

When I looked at this particular mural, it reminded me on what life was probably like in Mexico shortly after they kicked the Spaniards out of their land and received their independence as a nation. I gathered that the people in this portrait seem to be strongly holding onto their formal traditions and values as a proud group of individuals. While clinging unto remembrance their laws, constitution and history, which goes back to the lost but not forgotten Aztec Empire.


One of the characters in this photo that I thought stood out above the rest was a woman who was in front of the painting. This strange lady seemed to have peacock feathers surrounding her backside. She also had a long serpent slithering up her body that formed a circle in her hands. It was a doorway through time, which allowed anyone to look into the past great empire of the Aztec cities. Her garments possessed the trapped souls of many people that were Indians and Mexicans alike. She was standing on a golden arch that appeared to be an upside down snake as her children were dressed in rags. 

I think the interpretation of this woman was meant to be a witch because I didn’t see anyone else dressed like her in the painting anywhere. Workers, Indians, entertainers and agriculture labor groups basically surrounded and ignored her except an old man on the left hand side who was pointing in her direction. I think he suspected something about her and tried warning the others in public.

There was also a woman on the right hand side that was holding up the Mexican constitution while other men, women and children were working their fingers to the bones under the hot sun. I’m still trying to figure out what her analysis was about? 

